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Emergency Federal Funding Packages
What’s passed and what’s being considered?

Credit:diegograndi



COVID-19 Emergency Federal Funding Relief

COVID-I COVID-II COVID-III COVID-3.5

$8.5 B $105B $2.2 T $489B

- Vaccines, R&D - Sick Leave, Unemployment, - Economic Support - Restore PPP
Nutrition for kids - Federal Agencies - Hospitals and Testing



CARES Act Provisions (COVID-III)
Small Business Provisions
• Creation of the Paycheck Protection Program
• Expansion of Economic Injury Disaster Loans
• Employee Retention Tax Credit
• Paid FMLA Leave reimbursed by federal government.

Education Funding
• $3B for Governors Emergency Education Relief Fund that covers K-12 funding, higher education, pre-K, adult 

education, and career technical education. Governors currently applying to receive funds.
• $13.5B in formula funding is for K-12 education and $14.5 billion is for higher education institutions, and the 

final $2 billion is flexible for any education needs. Both funding streams are being delivered to states.  
• Suspends all student loan payments for 3 months and allows the Secretary to suspend them for an additional 

3 months. Interest will not accrue, and Public Service Loan Forgiveness will count the deferred months as if 
payments had been made.

• Gives the U.S. Department of Education ability to quickly waive some rules that limit the use of federal 
education funding, freeing up states to spend that money on needs that have emerged. 28 states have had 
applications approved.  

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-State-Allocations-Table.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-education-betsy-devos-authorizes-new-funding-flexibilities-support-continued-learning-during-covid-19-national-emergency


Title IV-A

NAfME signed a letter with other Title IV-A Coalition members that:

• Opposes any waiver solely for Title IV-A in Fiscal Year 2020 and beyond.  Such a procedure harms the 
integrity of the program and could squeeze funding away from well-rounded programs.

• Supports an increase in the education technology cap to help support distance learning for all well-rounded 
programs, including music.   



COVID-3.5 and Future Relief Packages
COVID-3.5

• $484 billion relief package that restores the PPP by adding an additional $321 billion to the program. $60 billion of this 
would be set aside for businesses that have struggled to get loans from banks, such as those in rural areas or that are 
owned by minorities.

• $60 billion allocated for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program. 
• $75 billion for hospitals and $25 billion to expand testing for the virus nationwide.

What’s Next?

• Debate over whether there will be one or two relief packages left.  Broad package like CARES 2.0 and/or Infrastructure. 
• NAfME will adovacate for:

• $200 billion in education funding for states.
• Filling the Homework Gap
• Expansion of PPP and Employee Retention Credit.  



Music Copyright and Instrument 
Cleaning Guidelines
NAfME Actions to Date
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Distributed Music Recordings Guidelines
In addition to sharing performances between teachers and students, per the “face-
to-face exemption,” the following guidelines now apply: 

• Performances must be shared in as private of a setting as possible, and must be 
viewable by individual link only.

• The performance can only be shared for educational assessment or state 
adjudication purposes.

• The recorded performance must use legally purchased music.
• Any arrangements made shall have proper permissions secured prior to 

recording.
• Once the recorded performance has been adjudicated it must be deleted from 

the sharing platform.
• This special permission will expire on June 15, 2020

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/distributed-music-recordings/


Distributed Music Recordings Guidelines

Publishers who have agreed to these terms:

• Alfred
• Barnhouse
• Concord Theatricals (not full shows)
• Hal Leonard
• Warner-Chappell Music
• Warner Entertainment 



Instrument Cleaning Guidelines

Guidelines produced in collaboration with National Federation of State 
High School Associations (NFHS) and NAMM Foundation.

• Sterilization vs. Disinfection
• How long coronavirus can live on various surfaces (brass, cork, etc.)
• Hygiene for various types of mouthpieces
• Cleaning String Instruments
• Cleaning Plastic Recorders
• Choosing a Disinfectant 

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/covid-19-instrument-cleaning-guidelines/


The Homework Gap
COVID-19 is shining light on a longstanding inequity.

Credit:Wavebreakmedia



The Homework Gap

Refers to the lack of home internet connectivity experienced by K-12 
students. 

• Approximately 8.5 to 12 million students are victims of the ‘homework gap.’ 

• The homework gap afflicts minority households disproportionately. 

• Low-income families are much more likely to lack internet connectivity.

• Rural students face significant homework gap challenges.



The Homework Gap
With the advent of widespread distance learning, addressing this 
longstanding inequity is more urgent than ever.

• NAfME is joining other national education organizations to support 
Representative Meng’s Emergency Educational Connections Act of 2020 (H.R. 
6563).

• H.R. 6563 would provide $2 Billion to the FCC through ‘E-Rate,’ an already-
established program which helps equip schools and libraries with broadband 
internet service and WiFi equipment.

• Please consider taking action to support this bill on the NAfME Grassroots Action 
Center

https://nafme.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center/


State Budget Shortfalls
And potential effects on music education

Credit:Wavebreakmedia



State Budget Shortfalls

• $500 billion combined estimated shortfall for state budgets – not including 
additional costs incurred by COVID

• Factoring in federal fiscal stimulus aid still leaves state as much as $360 billion 
in the hole. 

• States have had to take drastic action to counter the pandemic, with many 
drawing from reserve funds. In Washington state, legislators authorized drawing 
$200 million from their surplus fund for health-care spending and looming 
unemployment claims. 

• Legislators in Georgia have taken $100 million from the state’s surplus fund 
to finance the fight against the virus.

• Maryland legislators have authorized Governor Larry Hogan to use $50 
million to do the same. 



State Budget Shortfalls
• States that are disproportionally dependent on sales tax will be the hardest hit.

• Arizona, which is near the middle of the pack when it comes to sales tax as a 
percentage of total state revenue. It's been projecting a $1 billion surplus by 
the end of its fiscal year in June, but now expects a $1.1 billion deficit for the 
year ending June 2021.

• The most critical cases may be Florida and Louisiana, which both are in the 
top 10 for sales tax dependency and have rainy day funds that represent 
less than 5% of annual expenditures.

• Cities will not be spared from budget cuts, many of which haven't yet debated or 
approved fiscal 2021 budgets. Bankruptcies are a very real possibility.

• Staring down a projected $7.4 billion gap in tax revenues as the coronavirus 
ravages New York City, Mayor Bill de Blasio proposed a budget with roughly 
$827 million in cost saving measures to the education department through 
next fiscal year. 



State Budgets

This map shows the share of 
sales and tourism taxes as a 
share of total taxes collected by 
each states. This will give you a 
better sense of what states will 
be hit harder by the impending 
economic recession. 



Implications for Music Education 
• 92% of funding for education comes from state and local governments. Loss of 

funding at these levels is likely to lead to reductions in education spending. 

• States and cities are already signaling what the funding crisis will mean for school 
districts.

• Education cuts doesn’t necessarily mean music or arts programs are threatened; 
however, the size of funding cuts that are probable – 30-50% - don’t bode well.



State Budget Shortfalls: Feds to the Rescue?
• U.S. House Speaker Pelosi is signaling that the next stimulus bill, COVID IV – will 

include funds for states and cities
• U.S. Senate President McConnell is signaling that he does not believe the federal 

government should “bail out” the states, citing burgeoning federal deficits
• National Governors’ Association has asked for $500 billion to backfill projected 

state deficits
• More than a dozen education associations have asked for $200 billion specifically 

for state education funding.

NAfME’s read: the federal government WILL provide some level of support for 
states. The issue is in the timing. We believe it’s imperative that Congress signals 
these funds are coming prior to states going into special sessions to redo their 
budgets. This needs to happen within the next 4-6 weeks.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-22/pelosi-says-next-relief-bill-to-have-major-state-aid-package
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/494406-mcconnell-sparks-bipartisan-backlash-with-state-bankruptcy-remarks
https://www.nga.org/policy-communications/letters-nga/governors-letter-regarding-covid-19-aid-request/


Convincing Congress to act NOW to support 
states

• Look for a campaign to support Congressional funding for the states by the first 
week in May in the NAfME Grassroots Advocacy Center

• We are coordinating with our education colleagues and coalitions on Capitol Hill 
for this campaign – including the Committee for Education Funding and the      
Title IV-A Coalition.

• Be ready to write or tweet your members of Congress, urging them to act now to 
support a well-rounded education, including music and the arts.

https://nafme.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center/
https://nafme.org/advocacy/committee-education-funding/
https://nafme.org/advocacy/title-iv-coalition/


Advocacy Moving Forward
Where do we go from here?



Advocacy Moving Forward
• Music is part of a ‘well-rounded education’ defined by federal law. 

This doesn’t mandate music in any school, but it helps provide 
additional legitimacy to the academic nature of music education.

• “One of the best forms of preventative advocacy is a strong, vital, 
quality music education program.” 

• Are you being included in distance learning?

• Actively communicate with your administrators and parents.



Returning to school

• Will Social Distancing Measures remain in place?
• Staggered days
• Staggered start times
• Limitations on number of students in one room together

• Impact on ensembles?
• How are you thinking creatively? (Chamber music? Multiple 

rooms for music?)
• How will you continue to provide an active, standards-

based music program for your students?

• Do you have models to share? Please let us know.

mailto:advocacy@nafme.org


Support for your return to school
Music Education and Social Emotional Learning



Support for your return to school
A Unified Statement for AdvocacyThe National Association for Music Education 

believes that all students deserve access to and equity 
in the delivery of music education, one of the subjects 
deemed necessary in federal law for a well-rounded 
education, which is at the heart of NAfME’s stated 
mission: to advance music education by promoting 
the understanding and making of music by all.

• Music and arts education support the social and 
emotional well-being of our students.

• Music and arts education support the creation of 
a welcoming environment in school, where 
students can express themselves and celebrate 
their community. 

• Music and arts education are part of a well-
rounded education for all students as understood 
and supported by federal and state policymakers. 



Local Advocacy 
Action Plan 

nafme.org  Grassroots Action Center 
Local Advocacy Action Plan

https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2019/05/Local-Advocacy-Action-Plan.pdf


Other advocacy resources…



Actions you can take 

• Use NAfME resources 
• Local Advocacy Action Plan – make a plan to advocate for your program
• Civic Action Field Guide – get a refresher on education policy and elections
• State MEAs – find your advocacy chair
• Find support through Amplify, NAfME social media, and the NAfME website

• Send us your stories of distance learning  - advocacy@nafme.org, Facebook, 
Twitter

• Check the NAfME Grassroots Action Center
• Send a letter to Congress urging action on the Homework Gap
• Check back for opportunities to advocate for federal education aid to states.

https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2019/11/Local-Advocacy-Action-Plan.pdf
https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2018/10/Civic-Action-Field-Guide.pdf
https://nafme.org/advocacy/advocacy-leadership-force/
mailto:advocacy@nafme.org
https://www.facebook.com/nafme/
https://twitter.com/NAfME
https://nafme.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center/


Thank you!

advocacy@nafme.org

mailto:advocacy@nafme.org
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