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Total relief of $5.3 trillion  
• More than $43,000 per household
• WWII cost the federal government $4 trillion in 2020 dollars – over 4 years
• Economists now predict economy will grow at 6% pace with 3 million new jobs

Best growth since the 1980s
• With the additional stimulus, forecasts are that the real size of the U.S. economy 

at the end of this year will be marginally higher than was expected pre-pandemic

Very popular
• Morning Consult/Politico poll found majority of Republicans think it is either right 

size (35%) or too small (19%)
• 63% of lower income Republicans support the bill
• Poll shows 75% approval, including 46% of Republicans

COVID Relief Packages 
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Approximately $168 billion for education stabilization funding  

$126 billion for K–12 State Education Agencies  
$3 billion in funding for programs authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act 

$2.75 billion for the Emergency Assistance to Non-public Schools 
Program. There is no Governor’s Fund as was in the CARES Act and 
CCRSAA, but these funds are distributed through the Governors. 

$40 billion for Institutions of Higher Education 

Funding for Education Stabilization 
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• The amount of funding allocated to each state and district will be based on the relative 
amount of Title I funding the state or district receives.  

• States are required to subgrant not less than 90% of their funding to school districts 
(including charter schools that are considered school districts) to implement evidence-
based interventions to address learning loss. 

• States shall make allocations to local educational agencies in an expedited and timely 
manner and, to the extent practicable, not later than 60 days after the receipt of such 
funds.  

• A State shall return to the Secretary any funds received under this section that the State 
does not award within one year of receiving such funds and the Secretary shall reallocate 
such funds to the remaining States.

K–12 Funding  
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• A local educational agency receiving funds under this section shall develop and make 
publicly available on the local educational agency’s website, not later than 30 days after 
receiving the allocation of funds, a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and 
continuity of services. 

• Funds are to remain available through September 30, 2023. 

• Local education agencies must use at least 20% of funds to address learning loss through 
evidence-based interventions that respond to students’ academic, social, and emotional 
needs. 

• States are required to set-aside funds from their grants for the following purposes 
- 5% to address learning loss 
- 1% for evidence-based, comprehensive afterschool programs 
- 1% for evidence-based summer enrichment 

• Additionally, $800 million in dedicated funding for the identification and provision of 
wraparound services for students experiencing homelessness. 

K–12 Funding  
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• At least half of the funds must be spent on emergency financial aid grants to students to 
help them with college costs and basic needs. 

• The other half is available to institutions of higher education to defray lost revenue and 
increased costs from declining enrollment, the transition to online learning, closures of 
revenue-producing services and facilities, COVID-19 testing, vaccination, PPE, and 
classroom retrofits. 

• The funds remain available through September 30, 2023. 

• Includes a new provision to prevent taxation of student loan forgiveness over the next five 
years.  

Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
$40 billion to colleges and universities and their students 
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E-Rate Support for Emergency Education Connections & Devices  

• This funding provides $7.172 billion to the FCC to help schools and libraries ensure that 
our nation’s schoolchildren can fully participate in remote learning, even as schools look 
to reopen safely. 

National Endowment for the Arts & National Endowment for Humanities  

• $135 million each with 40% of funds reserved for grants to state art agencies and regional 
art organizations and 60% reserved for direct grants that support organizations’ 
programming and general operating expenses. Funds will remain available until 
expended. 

Other Allocations
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• $39 billion for grants to states to support childcare
-$24 billion to help childcare providers respond to the pandemic 
-$15 billion to help provide direct childcare aid to low-income families

 
• Separately, it provides $1 billion each for the Head Start program and the Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, and $1.4 billion for programs for seniors 
including nutrition and support services.

Child Care and Head Start 
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Three Key Components   
1. $350 billion in new federal assistance to states, territories, tribes, counties, and 

municipalities 
2. $10 billion for a new Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund  
3. $2 billion over two years to local and tribal communities 

State Fiscal Recovery Fund 
• States and D.C. - $195 billion  

- $25.5 billion is equally divided with each state receiving at least $500 million 
- $169 billion based on the state share of unemployed workers over a three-month period 

from October-December 2020  
- $1.25 billion in additional aid for D.C. 

• Territories - $4.5 billion 
• Tribes - $20 billion 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
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Divided evenly between non-county municipalities and counties 
• $65.1 billion in direct federal aid to all counties 
• Treasury will allocate resources within 60 days of enactment 

$65.1 billion to cities and other non-county municipalities  
• $45.57 billion in direct federal aid for municipalities of at least 50,000 people using 

Community Development Block Grant Formula 
• $19.53 billion for municipalities with populations of less than 50,000 based on each 

jurisdiction’s percentage of the state’s population 

Local Fiscal Recovery - $130 billion 
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Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund to enable work, education, and health monitoring 
in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency 
• $10 billion would be devoted to states, territories, and tribal governments for critical 

projects until expended. Expected use: rural broadband infrastructure.  
• Each state, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico would receive at least $100 million, + 

$100 million divided among U.S. territories, + $100 million designated for tribal 
governments and Native Hawaiian use.  

• Of the remaining funds, 50% would be distributed to states based on population, 25% 
would be distributed to states based on rural population, and 25% would be distributed to 
states based on household income that is below 150% of the poverty line. 

Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund to provide aid to eligible revenue-
sharing rural counties and eligible Tribal governments  
• $2 billion

Coronavirus Capital Project Funds and Local Assistance  
and Tribal Consistency
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ESSER 
District

Learning  
Accelleration Mental Health

$1,107,874,581 $75,000,000 $30,000,000

NJDOE Allocation
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CARES I ESSER II ARP Total

Districts $279,334,092 $1,107,874,581 $2,488,128,933 $3,875,337,606

NJDOE $31,037,121 $123,097,176 $276,458,770 $430,593,067

Admin $1,551,856 $6,154,859 $13,822,939 $21,529,654

Total $310,371,213 $1,230,971,757 $2,764,587,703 $4,305,930,673

New Jersey Breakdown
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Formula BASED on Title I Funding 

Not GOVERNED by Title I Regulations
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How May ESSER 

Funds Be Used?



ESSER Governing Regulations for 
Allowable Use of Funds

(1) Any activity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including the Native Hawaiian 
Education Act and the Alaska Native Educational Equity, Support, and 
Assistance Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) (‘‘IDEA’’), the Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) (‘‘the Perkins Act’’), or 
subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
11431 et seq.).
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(2) Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local educational 
agencies with State, local, Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and 
other relevant agencies, to improve coordinated responses among such entities 
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.

(3) Providing principals and other school leaders with the resources necessary 
to address the needs of their individual schools.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(4) Activities to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, 
children with disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students 
experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth, including how outreach and 
service delivery will meet the needs of each population.

(5) Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the 
preparedness and response efforts of local educational agencies.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(6) Training and professional development for staff of the local educational 
agency on sanitation and minimizing the spread of infectious diseases.

(7) Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of a local educational 
agency, including buildings operated by such agency.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(8) Planning for, coordinating, and implementing activities during long-term 
closures, including providing meals to eligible students, providing technology for 
online learning to all students, providing guidance for carrying out requirements 
under the IDEA and ensuring other educational services can continue to be 
provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local requirements.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(9) Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software, and 
connectivity) for students who are served by the local educational agency that 
aids in regular and substantive educational interaction between students and 
their classroom instructors, including low-income students and children with 
disabilities, which may include assistive technology or adaptive equipment.

(10) Providing mental health services and supports.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(11) Planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and 
supplemental after-school programs, including providing classroom instruction 
or online learning during the summer months and addressing the needs of low-
income students, children with disabilities, English learners, migrant students, 
students experiencing homeless-ness, and children in foster care.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(12) Addressing learning loss among students, including low-income students, 
children with disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students 
experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care, of the local 
educational agency, including by—

(A) Administering and using high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable, to accurately 
assess students’ academic progress and assist educators in meeting students’ academic needs, 
including through differentiating instruction.

(B) Implementing evidence-based activities to meet the comprehensive needs of students.

(C) Providing information and assistance to parents and families on how they can effectively 
support students, including in a distance learning environment.

(D) Tracking student attendance and improving student engagement in distance

education.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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(13) School facility repairs and improvements to enable operation of schools to 
reduce risk of virus transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards, 
and to support student health needs.

(14) Inspection, testing, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects 
to improve the in- door air quality in school facilities, including mechanical and 
non-mechanical heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, filtering, 
purification and other air cleaning, fans, control systems, and window and door 
repair and replacement.

ESSER Funds for Music Education
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ESSER Governing Regulations for 
Allowable Use of Funds

(15) Other activities that are necessary to maintain the operation of and 
continuity of services in local educational agencies and continuing to employ 
existing staff of the local educational agency.
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• Instruments, Supplies and Materials to Help Ensure Health and Safety  (3, 5,13) 

• PPE, Cleaning Supplies and Sanitation (3, 5, 7) 

• Facility Considerations (13, 14, 15) 

• Instructional Support/Additional Faculty (4, 9, 10, 11) 

• Summer Programs (10, 11, 12) 

• Planning (1, 2, 5, 8) 

• Other (15)

Use of Funds for Music Education
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Opportunity to Think 
Differently



• Local education agencies must use at least 20% of funds to address 
learning loss through evidence-based interventions that respond to 
students’ academic, social, and emotional needs. 

• States are required to set-aside funds from their grants for the following 
purposes 
- 5% to address learning loss 
- 1% for evidence-based, comprehensive afterschool programs 
- 1% for evidence-based summer enrichment 

• Additionally, $800 million in dedicated funding for the identification and 
provision of wraparound services for students experiencing 
homelessness. 
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Must Solicit Public 
Comment on Use of Funds

Plans Must be Posted on 
Website



What Do I Do Now?
BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS
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• Become knowledgeable about ESSER funds and practices for 
ensuring safer, in-person learning in instrumental and vocal 
programs—refer to resources provided 

• Share this information with your supervisor and ask for support for 
your willingness to create a plan that will allow for a safer return to 
school for the students participating in music programs

Becoming Involved in the Process
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• Follow the model--solicit input to address post-pandemic needs 
- Administrator/Supervisor 
- Colleagues 
- Parents 
- Community partners 
- Student leaders

ESSER Funds for Music Education

Becoming Involved in the Process



• Grants Pass High School, Oregon 
- $375,000 to purchase instruments for the high school and two 

middle school band programs 

• Dayton Public Schools, Ohio 
- Funding a two-week, afternoon percussion camp including two (2) 

out-of-district percussion consultants—one for drumline and one for 
steel band

Success Stories
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• This is a difficult time for EVERYONE—particularly principals-- so offer to 
help lighten the load 
- Volunteer to do a drum circle for the first faculty meeting 
- Stage a “Welcome Back Boulevard” with percussion students to 

provide an exciting first day atmosphere 
- Offer to participate in the “Welcome Back” assembly 
- Keep your administration informed—the good news! 
- SMILE – A LOT! It makes a difference! 
- Say thanks!

Becoming Involved in the Process
Being Grateful
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• Lookup and Review this Information for your District 

• Take it to Supervisor/School Admin to Share 

• Development a Plan 

• Create More Music Learning Opportunities for More 
Students 

Call to Action
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For Funding Amounts, Guidelines, and Resources Visit:
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