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WHAT DID YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU 

WERE IN MIDDLE OR HIGH SCHOOL?



SESSION GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Explore links between career exploration, 
student engagement, identity, and purpose 
while connecting to workforce readiness

Discover practical ways to incorporate career exploration 
into your classroom and ensemble rehearsals  

Experience hands-on activities that 
simulate real world music career scenarios

Discuss why career exploration matters in music 
education 



SETTING THE STAGE: 
THE MUSIC CAREER 
LANDSCAPE 











HOW DO OUR 
STUDENTS GET TO 
SEE THEMSLVES IN 

THESE ROLES? 







How many jobs did you just witness that 
were NOT about playing an instrument? 

List every job you can think of.

Use the mentimeter to list the jobs 
that come to mind. Do not use spaces 

so that your phrase stays together!
(i.e. musiccopyrightlawyer)

https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/al2t7d4uwb64db7visrjc6dur4gytwpp/edit?source=share-modal


Real-World Career Connections Student Opportunities 

Program Designer Arts administration, event planning Students design program layout,  write bios

Stage Crew & Logistics 
Production management, live    

 sound, lighting
Students manage stage flow, cues, mics

Publicity Team Marketing, social media management
Students create posters, social posts, press 

releases

Photographer / Videographer Content creation, music  journalism Students shoot and edit media

Master of Ceremonies Broadcasting, public speaking Students script transitions and  host

Community Liaison
Nonprofit engagement, donor  

 relations
Students coordinate sponsors,  volunteers

Recording & Editing Audio engineering, music tech Students capture, mix, and publish recordings







• Arts and Media Production
• Marketing and Communications
• Event Logistics
• Technology and Sound Engineering
• Leadership and Project Management
• Partnerships

Padlet 
Activity

Add careers in music that align to the 
categories on this slide. Use a different 
‘post-it’ for each career! 

Examples:
• Student podcast pre-show interview
• Lighting crew playlist designer
• Program copywriter featuring student bios
• Concert photographer
• Instagram curator







GIVING STUDENTS 
THE REINS: AGENCY 
IN THE CLASSROOM

Career-themed units of “Career of the Month”

Choice boards for projects

Leadership opportunities in specific areas of production 
(concert programs, performance notes, MC/speaking, 
marketing, music library management, sound enginererg)

Ready-made substitute plans

Guest spakers and virtual interviews

Job shadowing, internship or apprentice roles

Connecting content to career skills (critical thinking, 
collaboration, communication, time management)

Career Fair connections



BUILDING A FUTURE-READY 
CULTURE

Aligning to school and district 
priorities  
The arts, economic prosperity, and  
job market 
Transferable skills developed in the 
music classroom



VIRGINIA ARTS & 
CULTURE ANALYSIS

$82.7 million in total tax 
revenue to federal, state, and 
local in 2022

Americans for the Arts - arts action fund

https://www.artsactionfund.org/StateFactsheets
https://www.artsactionfund.org/StateFactsheets
https://www.artsactionfund.org/StateFactsheets


PARTNERING WITH OTHERS
Give counselors and 
administrators the accurate and 
necessary information to 
highlight careers in music

Support Career Days

Assist with job 
shadowing, internships, 
apprenticeships, and 
career information 



ONE IDEA I’M 
EXCITED TO TRY 

IS....





RESOURCES & CONTACT

Dr. Annamarie Bollino - bollinaAS@pwcs.edu
Jenna Day - jenna@dayviolins.com     

 Marcia Neel - marcia@musicedconsultants.net


