
















Benefits of a School Mariachi Program 
•   Involves More Students in Music 
•   Helps keep students in school 
•   Uses multiple intelligences 
•   Teaches life-long skills 
•   Provides opportunities for students to serve as role 
          models to younger students  
•   Increases student self-esteem and self-confidence 
•   Provides effective bridge to parental involvement 
•   Celebrates/Recognizes culture and heritage 
•   Creates a school “Mosaic of Musical Experiences” 
•   Allows for entry-level music experiences at any time 
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PLANNING FOR SUCCESS
Title POR UN AMOR

Composer Gilberto Parra

Style Ranchera Romantica (also Ranchera Lenta) 
Key 
Signature Key of Fa (F Major Concert)

Time 
Signature

4 = How many beats per measure?    4
4 = What kind of note gets one beat?   Quarter Note
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NOTE: Focus on the smooth transition of the chord progressions in the armonia and the specific articulations indicated in the melodia.

Chords F   C7   Gmi7   Ami7   D7   Dmi   F7   Bb

Vocabulary

Ranchera Romantica (Lenta) –  A Mariachi song form in 
44 time. The guitarrón keeps the steady beat by playing 

primarily on beats 1 and 3 while the vihuela and guitar play on beats 2 and 4.

Andante – A “walking” tempo. Recommended tempo (Œ = 82).
Simile (sim.) – In similar fashion. May also be notated as ‘
Repeat Signs –  Repeat signs are markings which enclose a passage that is to be played more than one time.  

If no repeat sign is indicated on the left, the performer returns back to the start of the piece. 
.. ..

Volta Brackets –  Markings which indicate that a repeated passage is to be played  
with different endings each time. There may be multiple endings.   1. 2.1. 2.

Fermata – A mark indicating a pause. œU
D.C. ( Abbreviation for da capo lit. “from top”) – This direction in the score tells the performer to repeat the  

music from the beginning. It can be followed by al fine (lit. “to the end”), which means to play to the  
word fine and stop, or al coda which means play to the coda sign and continue.

Coda –  A sign that indicates a forward jump in the music to its ending passage marked with the same sign.  
Only used after playing through a D.S. al Coda or D.C. al Coda  fi

Notes

Composed by Gilberto Parra, this love song has been recorded by many artists but it was further popularized 
when Linda Ronstadt included it in her famous crossover CD, Canciones De Mi Padre which contains a myriad 
of quality recordings of traditional Mariachi songs. Parra was born just outside La Barca in Jalisco, MX. A trumpet  
player himself, he became known for his artistry in jazz as well as Mariachi.  He eventually started his own  
professional ensemble, Mariachi San Pedro Tlaquepaque which tourned with the very famous Mariachi artists, 
Lucha Reyes and Pedro Infante.

Suggested Activities to Promote Literacy and Cultural Awareness:
Ask students to research the above performers and the songs they made famous. Ensure that they include geographical references 
then have students provide mini-reports, listening examples and YouTube videos of these performances for the rest of the class. 
Consider leading a discussion on the diverse interpretations that various artists have used in their recordings of these selections.
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NOTE: Focus on the smooth transition of the chord progressions in the armonia and the specific articulations indicated in the melodia.

Chords

Mánicos
( Strumming 
Patterns)

Be sure to include clef, key signature, and time signature.

Vocabulary

List and define the new terms learned. Be sure to illustrate the corresponding markings where appropriate.

Notes

Reproducible  
This page may be duplicated for student use
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Traditional Mexican 
Songs for the  

Elementary Music Class 
La 

Sandunga 
Noche de 

Paz 







Sets of Violin Strings  
Shoulder Rests  

Sets of Guitar Strings 
Heavy Gauge Guitar Picks  

Classical Guitar/Vihuela Straps  
Sets of Vihuela Strings 

Finger Picks for Vihuelas  
Sets of Guitarron Strings  

Bottles of Valve Oil  
Bass Guitar Straps  



a.  White shirt and black pant with basic moño (tie) 

b. Vaquero Uniform  
    (Ranch/Cowboy) 
    Decorative pant/skirt  
      & shirt with  
      coordinating moño 

c. Traje de Gala  
  (Full Mariachi Suit) 
  Decorative jacket  
     with pant/skirt  
    & coordinating moño. 
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Bailey Middle School Mariachi Program – Year Two 



Q & A 

marcia@musicedconsultants.net 

Marcia Neel 
@MusicEdConsult 

Jose Hernandez 
@JoseSoldeMexico 

Presentation and Materials posted at: 
www.musicedconsultants.net/conference-materials 



Got QR Scanner? Sign up for e-news 

www.musicedconsultants.net/sign-up-for-e-news 



Thank You, CLSBA 


