


What We Have Learned
Provides the benefits of a Music Education to many more students
Adds to the mosaic of experiences available in the overall program
Provides an entry-level music experience at any point in the student’s career
Increases attendance and graduation rates
Serves as an effective bridge to parental involvement
Increases student self-esteem and self-confidence
Provides an opportunity for students to serve as leaders among their peers 
and positive role models for younger students

Recognizes and celebrates the rich traditions found in the Mexican culture



And. . . It’s FUN!



Clark County School District
1990 Enrollment:
2000 Enrollment:
2015 Enrollment: 314,643 Total

(43.4% Latino)

231,125 Total
121,918 Total

2002 Mariachi Enrollment: 265
4,7652015 Mariachi Enrollment:

2023 Mariachi Enrollment: 7,000
2024 Mariachi Enrollment: 8,200



MNPS High School Music Participation

Figure 3. High School Music Participation of Metro Schools 
Class of 2012 

(N=6,006)

No music classes
Any music classes



Participation Rates by Ethnicity



School Attendance Rates by Ethnicity



Discipline Referrals by Ethnicity



GPA by Ethnicity



Graduation Rates by Ethnicity



Summary: What Was Learned?

The MORE a student 
participates in MUSIC,

the more POSITIVE
the BENEFITS become. 



Budget Considerations
1. Staff



Budget Considerations
2. Instruments



Budget Considerations
2a. Instruments: Know Your Vendor!!!



Budget Considerations
3. Textbooks, Music and Materials



Budget Considerations
4. Supplies

Sets of Violin Strings 
Shoulder Rests 

Sets of Guitar Strings
Heavy Gauge Guitar Picks 

Classical Guitar/Vihuela Straps 
Sets of Vihuela Strings

Finger Picks for Vihuelas 
Sets of Guitarron Strings 

Bottles of Valve Oil 
Bass Guitar Straps 



Budget Considerations
5. Uniforms

a.  White shirt and black pant with basic moño (tie)

b. Vaquero Uniform 
(Ranch/Cowboy)
Decorative pant/skirt 
& shirt with moño

c. Traje de Gala 
(Full Mariachi Suit)
Decorative jacket 
with pant/skirt & moño



Budget Considerations
6. Professional Development

JUNE 23-27, 2025
mariachiedconsultants.com



Bailey MS Mariachi Program



Bailey MS Mariachi Program



Las Vegas HS Mariachi Program



Q&A
Marcia Neel

marcia@musicedconsultants.net
Stephen Blanco

stephen.blanco@unlv.edu

October 8, 2024 
11:00 AM

www.musicedconsultants.net/conference-materials

mailto:marcia@musicedconsultants.net
mailto:Stephen.blanco@unlv.edu

